WIKFIEIJ)  SCOTT HANCOCK.
285
ment might seem best. He declared further that there were practically no local civil tribunals ; that it was not true, as was alleged in " Order No. 40," that there was no longer any organized resistance to the authority of the United States, but that, on the contrary, a large majority of the white population who participated in the late rebellion were embittered against the government, yielding only an unwilling obedience, having no affection, and but little respect, for the government. He declared that the people of Texas regarded the reconstruction legislation of Congress as unconstitutional, the provisional government a usurpation, and the emancipation of their slaves and their own disfran-chisement as insult and oppression. For this and similar reasons, Governor Pease demanded that General Hancock set aside the local tribunals, and enforce penalties by military commissions.
Here the spectacle was presented to the world of a civil executive demanding that military rule shall be established above the law of the }and, and arguing the case against an old soldier who had staked even his military position on the issue that the law of the land shall prevail over the power which he himself wielded.
But the soldier lost no time in repulsing this civilian assault upon his works. Governor Pease had given his letter to the press, for political effect at the North, long before he sent it to General Hancock; but the latter replied at once on receipt of the missive, and with vigor.
He pointed out the option given him by the Reconstruction Act, to govern by the local givil tribunals, if local civil tribunals, as his judg-ty, of necessity invests district commanders with control over the agents of the Bureau, to the extent of at least enabling them to restrain these agents from any interference with, or disregard of their prerogatives as district commanders.d agents under your direction, in the proper execution
